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The port didn't process any bulk steel in December, the first

COURTESY OF THE PORT OF PORTLAND
time that's happened in at least 20 years.

Metals meltdown

Signature industry crumbles under crashing commodity prices

BY ERIK SIEMERS
BUSINESS JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

FAST FAGTS

The precipitous drop in
prices for copper, alumi-
num and steel have had a

0so Martin's computer recycling company — PORTLAND ranks  devastating effect on met-
came off a profitable third gquarter last year 16th natianally in als companies, one of the
with plans to hire, metalsrelated manu-  cornerstones of Portland's
Then the prices for copper and aluminum  factwing jobs, ac-  ecomomy. Hundreds of

plummeted. By the end of the year, his Port-
land-based Bear eCycling LLC was ~'= °
out its warehouse and shr** cean

“All the gaine - _ uver the last, practi-
cally, e . years are just wiped out,”
Mav' Lald,

cording to the BNS

werleave have already lost
e juus.

Metals companies employ nearly 27,000 in

Portland and contribute $4.2 billion in annual

SEE STEH, PAGE 28

Hungry for
donations

Demand dwarfs supply for basic
resources such as food, shelter

BY WENDY CULVERWELL
BUSINESS JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

With unemployment at 9 percent and rising,
Portlanders are seeking social services in soar-
ing numbers, foreing agencies to cobble together
a “Katrina-like” response despite dramatically
reduced resources.

The emergency assis-
tance hotline 211, operat-
ed by social and human
services agencies in the
Portland Metro avea, is
reporting nearly triple
digit increases in the
number of people seck- |
ing assistance for ev- |
erything from rent and
mortgage assistance to
power bills, food and job
placement. The United Way's Levy

Demand is soaring for plans a massive campaign.
basic human necessities
such as food, shelter and warmth at a time when
the recession has forced many to reduce their
donations to nonprofits.

“We're facing extraordinary circumstances
that require an extraordinary response,” said
Marc Levy, executive director of the United
Way of the Columbia Willamette,

The 211 hotline fielded 1,225 calls about elec-
tric bills in November and December, 116 per-
cent more than the same period in 2007, It field-
ed 793 calls about food pantries, up %3 percent,
-~ 126 calls for job placement and training as-
ETT TP A7 nercent.

Among the e~ "rovide services, the lo-
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Growing fat in lean economy

As manufacturers
stumble, food makers

add neariy 1,000 ]Obs The state's food manufacturers  a cluster. Individual companies
added 1,000 jobs in the year-ended  say growth in particular niche
BY ERIK SIEMERS December 2008, while manufac- markets and food consumption
BUSINESS JOURNAL STAFF WRITER furers as a whole shed 17,104 trends also helped. e I .
1t's the only manufacturing sec- But the one explanation they all CATHY CHENEY | PORTLANG ELSINESS JOURNAL

Even in the worst of times, tortoaddjobs

explain why Oregon's food manu-
facturers continue to add jobs and
build revenue,
the state's economy crumbles.

ment data.

even as the rest of

in the past vear, ac-

Officials say the success is
partly due to an effort among
companies to work together as

SEE FOOD, PAGE 28

Hermanto Hidajat and Angela lchwan own Arico
Foods, which continues to build sales.
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